HE NEWSLETTER FOR THE SEATTLE AREA TIMEX/SINCLAIR USERS 


к= 


MARCH 19906 


President: Derryck Turner 
U.P. Gerry Desmaris 
Secretarv:hlalcolm Post 
Treasurer: Dave Battershil 
Librarian: Dale Fritz 
Editors ‘Robert Cazares 
‘Chuck Kereluck 


Фф 
HA 


ыш] 
Г“ А 


AIN 


MARCH MEETING: 

MARCH 1st, 1996 

THURSDAY T:308pn 

8517 35th Ave. HE. Seatt 
Г 


SEATUG General Info Address: 


Derryck Turner 
14989 H.E. 45th 


St: 
Kirkland, Wa. 38033 
HEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: 
Chuck Kereluck 
3813 32nd Ave. H.E. 
Seattle Wa. j98115 
HEHSLETTER EXCHANGE: 
Robert Cazares 
118 H.W. S4th St. 
Seattle, Wa. 98117-3844 
(206) 789-3275 
GE LI E3 Supports zx-^HiB. 
т/с 1080. T/S 150808. T/S gPübH 
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March meeting overviews 


Пеггыс к Turners? demo of the 
DOliger Disk Brive interface. 


Possible demo of another 
viden digitizer board for 
the gübH bu Mike DiRienza 
author nf Pirz-Fz PixX-FX is 
an Outstanding graphics pro= 
aram for the glübH, Hopefully 
PixXx-FEX will be also be demo= 
ngEtratgd, WELCOME iIniikg!?29] v! 
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NUMBER 3 


This months contents: 


1) Random Bites 
B»: Chuck Kerekuck 


2) Minutes/NO MINUTES THIS 
ISSUE. 
[fF vou were there you now 
know what happened! 


3) SNUG Roundup 
Synopsis by: Chuck 
4) Software Review 
MSCRIPT 5.5 
d 


L 
By: Donal 


5) Hardware Review: 
Panasonic K#-F1124 
Printer 


By: Chuck Kereluck 
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£ JUL Softuare Review: 
FRONT PAGE desktop 
publishing program 
By: Robert Cazares 
TIPIAR-FR Review: 
SHES Graphics program 
By: Robert Cazares 
SIHEWSLETTER HEHS: 
SEATUGS’ newsletter 
exchange 
By Robert Cazares 
YES, it is another SINCLAIR 
USER aame screen! From January 


1998 
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To OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS... ~ 
we here at the MAHNG IT Satide 
DIVISION are always oh the Бороо fer 
offer... the high-tech, button-laden, electronic 
trinkets so important to the upkeep of 
deor image . Well, have we found а 
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IT°S SHOPPING TINE! 


Please notice a new, hopefully 
regular feature in your edition 
of SHYM, this month: the ads. 
That's right. Me're starting to 
receive commercial advertise- 
ments in our newsletter! This is 
just a start and we hope to have 
more, soon. What do we need with 
ads? Hell, an advertisement by 
a T/S softuware/“harduare vendor, 
(Which, you know, is an the en- 
danaered-but-much-needed species 
list) will immediately let you 
know of the latest wonders that 
are now available (And there are 
Some beaute!}. Another practical 
Purpose is that they allow the 
Possibility of a situation where 
we don’t feel squeamish about 
maybe having to put TWO stamps 
on that envelope to mail your 
newsletter! 

Remember back in the good “л 
days, when there were so many 
hardware and softuare commercial 
developers, that it Was over- 
whelming? And what did We do? 
We iqnored then. And they went 
ашау. 

So here we are, left with a 
Small handful of vendors, uho 
are still crazy enough about 
their Timex/Sinclair machines to 
keep plugging ашау, continuing 
to offer us products, ыһоѕе qual- 
ity and innovation keep getting 
better, all the time. And uhat 
are we going to do, this time a- 
round? Support ‘em, right?? 

Think of the ads as lookina 
into a store windon. and let's 
ao shopping! 


WHAHTED: THE GREALIN’S HEAD! 

For those of vou who haven’t 
been there, there’s been a rash 
of strange occurrences, for at 
least the past three consecutive 
SEATUG meetinas. These odd hap- 
Ppeninsas surface during poten- 
tially amazing denos. Hhat's 
Strange is that every one has 
ended in a dismal failure! 

First there was the TS1888 
Horse Code Encoder/Decoder. Then 
it uas HXi1BBB/Pixel Print deno. 
After that came the video-digit- 
izing demo. Sure winners, riaht? 
Guaranteed to make you hang your 
mouth open in awe? All Flops. 

There's a nasty gremlin loose 
at SEATUG, and we want his head! 
How, the only way to Seriously 


damage this cretin is for some 
brave soul to pull off an honest 
to goodness, successful demo. 
Let's get the monkey off our 
backs! Death to the Gremlin! 
The gauntlet has been laid. 
Hho will take up the challenge? 


COMPUTER HELP 

Got a Particularly nagging 
software Problem? Don't know 
where to find that special CMOS 
chip for that '"188080' mod? Write 
to COMPUTER HELP! Do this and 
we'll publish your Problem for 
all to see. This шау, if some- 
one else can give assistance, 
they can write back to the per- 
son with the problem. So uhat- 
ever is ailing vou,computer-uiszse 
write to COMPUTER HELP, 3813 32nd 
Ave. HE, Seattle, WA 98115. 

Speedy replies not guaranteed. 


GIAHT AUGUST ISSUE PLAHHED 

August, 1996 marks the 1-year 
anniversary of Publishina SHY M 
in its current Pixel Print för- 
mat. Big deal, you say? You bet! 
Some interesting thinas have 
been happening since this mark 
in time: Ме че had articles re- 
Published in others newsletters, 
includina Canada. Host opinions 
expressed toward our neu format 
have been emphatically encour- 
aging. Were actually selling 
ads and subscriptions. 

So, in an effort to celebrate 
this turn of events, ше would 
like to publish a giant (rela- 
tively) issue for August! There 
is, however, one catch: You have 
to help. „Have you gotten a new 
Piece of equipment, lately? Tell 
us about it! Have you written 
an interesting program, to solve 
some particular problem? Tell us 
about it! Maybe you have other 
hobbies, and have devised Ways 
to incorporate computer hacking 
into it. Tell us about it! Hhat- 
ever it is, we want to know. 


You see, this “Giant August 
Issue" is just not going to hap- 
Pen without you. Give rt some 


thought. Please? 


AHH IUERSARY = STAH LEAKE 

Speaking of “anniversaries”, 
this particular up-coming one 
would not even be possible uith- 
out Mr. Stan Lemke and his val- 
uable associates. He’s continu- 
ing his 2668 development, with 
Some snazzy offshoots of his fa- 
mous DTP systems, which are still 
being improved. How about fancy 
return-address labels? And more! 
He really would like to hear 
from you! Hrite to him at 2144 
White Oak, Wichita, KS 57207. 
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5NUG'S LST HEUSLETTER 


After a long, agonizing wait, 
the controversial Sinclair Na- 
tional Users Group has finally 


released the first issue of their 
much-expected publication. 

This first effort is both in- 
teresting and a bit disappoint- 
ing. 

Dated February, 1996,SNUG ROUND 
UP runs 18 pages of pure text. 
Hot bad for just starting out! 
SHYM only had five, including the 


cover, when it first eot going 
with its current format. There 
is no formal cover, here. |t 
Just dives rioht in. 

And this is what it dives inta: 
After apologizing for takina so 
darn long, it informs its member- 
ship that Such membership has 
has been extended through 1338 
at no extra charge. Thanks, SNUG. 
Any other way would have been 
self-destructive, 

SHUG ROUHD-UP, like SHYH and 


most other newsletters, seriously 
need the written contributive 
support of its audience. To fur- 
ther that goal, the editorial 
board at 'SRU' has published a 
set of guidlines for prospective 
writers. One guideline that is 
definitely curious, is the one 
that says that if any art mater- 
ial is sent in, have it in cam- 
era-ready form. Why ? Hhat^s 
Wrong with, Say, 2668 SCREENS 
Files? You've seen the many re- 
sults fron that method, right 
here in SHYM. Doesn't look bad, 
right? Now if the debut issue 
of ROUND-UP had been a regular 
Magazine, then the camera 


“ready request would have been а 


„гуа ural. 
zn t 


TOR 


~artwork. 


t does seen odd 
his particular format. E 


cially in this day and age of 
widespread Computer-generated 
шок -An-original file will 
“соме: Out” better than a picture 
of it. ‘You susht to sea SYM, 

before it hits the xerox! 
Speaking of, ‘if ROUND-UP had 
been a magazine’,it’s mentioned 
that there is still an offer to 
existing publica- 


take over an 
tion. So if that happens, start 


collecting that camera-ready art 
work! 


Other articles included a multi 


Page piece on the use of PRINTS, >. 


LPRINT#, OPENB and CLOSER com- 
mands for the 2668. |n addition, 
a news page was included, an- 
nouncina, among other thinas, a 
1338 SINCLAIR/YTIMNEX FEST to be 
held in Wakesha, Wisconsin, оп 


June 1-3 at a Holiday Inn. 


P.O. Box 181, Butler, ИІ 53887. 
One of the more fascinatins 
articles in this issue, is the 
“wish list". This is a list of 
possible future projects of SNUG. 
Keep in mind, that “SNUG” does 
not necessarily mean just the 
“head office’ or the folks who 


Published the newsletter, but the 
whole national membership. In 
other words, if anyone out there 
can think of а way to do any of 


the following, and then do it, 

jump right in! 

1.) Universal Disk Readina. Any 
machine-to-any machine disk 


file transfer. 
Cross Compilers. Convert any 
code from any machine to run 


on any other machine. 
3.) Diagnostic Software, 
4.) Help Files for everythings. 
5.) General Editor for any file. 
Б.) Sequential Files 
Т.) GIF Decoder for the 2868 
8.) SCSI for the QL to interface 
with ANY mass-storaoe device 
9.) Extensive documentation and 
cross-referencino of every- 
thing Sinclair-related, plus 
the library to handle it all 
These are just some of the i- 
deas listed. It’s an ambitious 
аоа1; somethina that cannot be 


accomplished without the efforts 
of the whole membership. 

And that seems to be the point 
of the whole debut issue of this 
newsletter. SNUG is you; you are 
SNUG. The elected officers are 
Just the managers. They’re del- 
egating authority to the rest of 


te. Hithout the efforts of all 
individual clubs, SHUG uill die. 
Then, ше uill truly be on Out 
own. 

It’s taken a long time for this 
national organization to come 
out of hiding and say, “Yes Vir- 
"inia, there really iz a SHUG", 


ana unr1e tne first PuDQ'riICatton 
of ROUND-UP leaves a lot to be 
desired, appearance-wise, we do 
welcome the beginning of what 
could be а very productive Timex 
Sinclair future. 
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l recently received MSCRIPT 
U5.5 from Jack Dohany as an up- 
grade from U5.0 cassette version 
which | had sort of converted to 
LKDOS. But му version uas eith- 
er all LKDOS or all cassette;or, 
you could have a cassette LOAD 
and a LKDOS SAVE or a LKDOS LOAD 
and a cassette SAVE. There was 
just no way to change the disk 
drive from within the program. 

The first big difference you 
will notice with мч фа, is that 
the repeat is much faster. I 
started to use MSCRIPT V5.5 be- 
fore reading the manual and it 
Was amazing to see the curser 
zip across the screen the First 
time. 

One of the other differences 
is the change of menu (which 
is now Home Menu) and the addi- 
tion of a few commands, such as 
USE, which allows you to change 
from cassette to disk and then 
to choose which disk drive, 8-4. 
GIVE НАМЕ will name the text in 
advance, so that when you SAVE, 
the file name will be displayed, 
and if you hit the 'Y' key, the 
SAVE routine starts. If you want 
to change the file name, hit EN- 
TER or Н” and then you can re- 
enter the file name for that 
SAVE. KILL will kill the file 
name along with the text. BACKUP 
will SAVE a copy of MSCRIPT ta 
Whatever disk drive that shows 
on Home Menu. 

There is one feature that is 
very nice to use, if you want to 
rapidly review the directory of 
a disk, any disk, and that is 
CATALOG. Also, if you want to 
erase a file, you can do so with 
the command, ERASE. The key 
Punches are so easy: 
when you are in “text typing’, 
you hit Svmbol-Shift, Caps-Shift 
and 'H'. That gives you the Home 
Menu. Put the disk in the desig- 
nated drive and hit the 'C' key, 
and then ENTER, twice, and the 
drive kicks in and the directory 


appears on the screen. IF you 
;want to ERASE a file, уои hit ʻE’ 
“and уом "11 get а prompt, "ARE 


YOU SURE?" Hit 'Y' and you will 
be asked for a file name. EHTER 
the file nanme. The drive kicks 


To CATALOG - 
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in and the file is ERASEd and 
the Home Menu appears again. 

For those of you who like 
MSCRIPT, this is a much improved 
version, even over version 5.3. 
However, Jack Dohany has stated 
that this is the last improve- 
ment of MSCRIPT,although he will 
help to dedicate it to a specif- 
ic printer for а fee. It is 
EPSON compatible. My OKIDATA 82A 
need to be dedicated by the soft 
ware, so there is a problem, but 
for just straight Printing, it 
works fine. H found it well 
worth the money to upgrade. 
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CEEE Does anyone know 
how to interface a Tan-— 
don TM-16@2A DS/sDD 46- 
trk disk drive into a 
Larken ZX8G1 system? 

ЕГЕТЕ: Don Lambert 
3310 Clover Drive SU 
Cedar Rapids, IA 5024604 
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When it comes to Printing text, 
who in the heck needs lasers?? 
Scrap those archaic S9-pins, too, 
because typewriter-quality can 
be yours for a whole lot less 
than a kilobuck with a ооа, 24- 
Pin printer! 

While researching for Something 
to replace the ol' 28040 standby, 
| had the opportunity to test, 
via a local vendor’s 3-day re- 
turn policy, a Panasonic KX-P1124 
24-pin, dot-matrix Printer. Pt 
Was а lot of fun. | was im- 
Pressed, 

Heighing in at a hefty To. 
Pounds and sizing up at 16.9"(MH) 
& tS el" (Bis 5.6 tHe, the 1124 
comes loaded with features. Опе 
of the most noticable will hit 
you when you first start think- 
ina about configuring the thing: 
There are no DIP switches! Every 
thing that would normally be ac- 
cessible from a tiny area of a 
Printer’s circuit board is fully 
controlled from the front panel! 
This is а much more logical 
method, from the users’ vieu- 
Point, don’t you think? Ho sense 
in scaring off the non-technical 
types, 

This front panel has a seven- 
button set of membrane switches 
and LEDs to control everything. 
Aside from the standard Printer 
Functions, an “E2-Set’ operator 
Panel lets you select up to six 
different fonts (Draft, Courier, 
Prestige, Bold Prestige, Script 
and Sans-serif), LPIis, CPIs,fornm 
lengths, left and riaht Margins, 
three power-on default settings 
(macros), self tests,quiet mode, 


Perf-cut mode for a" tear-off, 
Paper-parkina and micro- forward 
and reverse line feeds! Hhewu! 


As complicated as this Sounds 
For having so many Features at 
the front panel, it is really 
Very logically arranged in 3 
rouw/column combination Setting. 
Press a switch for the Function 
you wish to chanae. This is the 
rod’. Green LEDs will guide 
your way. Press another switch 
to select which change you want. 
This is the ‘column’, with more 
guiding, green LEDs. Press ‘SET’ 
tO enter it and go back online. 


It's that simple! Congrats to. 
Panasonic for makina a Printer 
that’s user friendly! 

Additional features include a 
choice between Friction and 
tractor feeds, with the latter 
giving an additional choice of 
Push or pull. And speaking of 
Paper handling, not only can you 
feed it from the top and back, 
but a lone door can be opened 
from just under the front Panel 
to allow paper to feed up thru 
here. This Printer is really 
versatile! 

Are there any negative aspects? 
Yes! The most noticeable is the 
noise. During printing, it cre- 
ates quite а racket. The “offi- 
cial” specs lists а level of 
S6db. However, you have to won- 
der just what environmental fac- 
tors were present for this meas- 


urement. Here all the wallszs, 
floors and ceilings heavily pad- 
ded? There is a “Quiet Моде", 
where the print speed stows doun 
a bit, but Personal tests re- 
vealed that this hardly results 


in a significant reduction. 

Another minus surfaces during 
graphics Printing from a T/S 
2668 computer (Aerco interface). 
A “standard” test in this area 
is to dump a SCREENS from Tech 
Draw .r. | quickly pulled out a 
file copy of the Uoyager 2 space 
craft,mainlv due to its circular 
dish antenna. After pouring over 
the manual, repeatedly, and using 
the Epson option in the software 
| just could not get any better 
results than an oval for that 
dish antenna! For those of you 
who have purchased or Plan to 
purchase this printer and also 
wish to experiment with the gra- 
Phics capability, here is a list 
of settings | used to Print а 
SCREENS. ім sure other combi- 
nations are possible: 


Emulation mode: Le-2588 
Defauit font Prestige 
Int’?! char. set: USA 

Image direction: Uni-direction 
Skip perforation: OFF 


Rutomatic LF : OFF 
Automatic CR : OFF 
P.D. detector : ON 


Download buffer: Disable 
Cut sheet feeder: OFF 


Buzzer Sound : ON 
Zero font : ü 
Alt. Graphic Моде: ОН 
Data lenath z 8 


This particular list, by the 
Way, points out yet another fea- 
ture: Thru one of the self-tests 
you can print the entire list of 
Printer parameters that had been 
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set up the last time you . used 


it. Nice feature! Please note 
the parameters in boldface. Use 
these for doins 2068 graphics. 
The Alternate Graphics ModelAGH) 
must be used. Otherwise, the 
Printer will attempt to display 
your 2668 SCREENS using either 
ІВМ or Epson graphic characters! 

So how is this 1124 for text? 
No problem! Using the Standard 
Aerco parallel-interface driver 
Program (non-relocatable}), all 
listed printer configurations 
work, except the ones for Gorilla 
Bannana, Seikosha GP1800 & GP250X. 
For text quality, all LQ fonts 
Took -absolutely great. The Draft 
font is a bit weird, however. 
A close inspection of it reveals 
all characters to be comprised 
of tiny,sqisaly lines. But draft 
is draft, and the other fonts 
more than make up for it. 

Advertised as Epson 10-2508 or 
IBM Proprinter x24 compatible, 
the Panasonic KX-P1124 retails 
for around $338 at local out- 
lets. Mail-order rates are much 
better. 

If you don't mind the noise and 
the apparent graphics quirk, the 
E P1124 is an otherwise oreat 

uy. 
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by alcoy Post, Secretary 


Sorry folks. 
No minutes this month. 


SINCLAIR NEWS 
Ву: К. CAZARES 


On the local front... 


| received two very interesting 
Phone calls durina the month of 
February. The First was from 
Mike DiRienzo, author of PIX-EX- 
and the second from Тім Мага 
of the Vashon Island User Group. 
Mike and | had a long talk about 
Sinclair hardware, software, and 
shared some of his experiences 
in the Sinclair world with Me. 
Mike is a Sinclair Programmer 
and offered to help me get that 

darn video digitizer board 
working. We had a small impromp- 
to get-together at my house and 
Mike brought his Larken System 

and homemade video board. We had 
the same problems as during last 
months demo. Nothing we tried 
could get the board capturing 
images. We decided the best 


thina to do is ship it back to 


SMUG and see what they come up 
with, since they were the ones’ 
that made it. So off it ooes!! 
Mikes video board works like а 
dream. Great image capture from 
any video Source and to top it 
off a high resolution mode! 
Derryck was also in attendance 
that evening. He brought a color 
video camera which we never got 
around to using. Thanks Derryck 
and Mike for your efforts to get 
the video board working. 


Tim Ward said he would like a 
copy of our library list. Тім 
and Tony Willing of VISTA are 
handling the public domain 
library for SHUG. At least the 
T/S 1866 and T/S 2668 lists 
have been coMpliled by them. Тім 
said they are on hold for the 
present time until SNUG decides 
what they want to do. Keep up 
the good work guysi!t!i! 
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Hey, all you Timex/Sinclair 
disk-system (апу of ем) owners! 
Have you ever wished for a sim- 
Ple, menu-driven operating sys- 
tem? Well, even if you still 
use cassette tape, you really 
ought to check out the March 
demo at the next SEATUG meeting! 

President Derryck Turner will 
be on hand to show all attendees 
that very same thing! Не 11 Ье 
showing off with his Oliger disk 
system running the aforenen- 
tioned menu program and he says 
it’s great! 

However, just as importantly, 
can President Turner dare hope 
to destroy the infamous SEATUG 
Gremlin? 

Come to the meeting and Find 
out! ! 
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3 Жж SALE = 


Leading Edge (Gorilla 
Banana) rinter. Horkz per- 
fectly. Standard parallel 
Centronics interface. 

8 = SO eo); 5X T dot 
matrix. Graphics capabili- 
ty. Tractor forms feed. 
Uses print cartridges that 
can be had from stationery 
store for $3.15. Operating 

Ае reins quality not 


Seattle, - 
mine, but selling for fr 


ie 
at work. Scoop up this deal! 
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Howard Stein, «s 
663, Seattle, Ий 9816 
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Many TS1080 "blister 
Packages” for sale! 
ackage contains computer, 
6K RAM pack and 3 program 
apes. Each package: $15 ! 
rite: Gary D. Young 

585 Sth Avenue 
Marion, IA 52362 
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=— 8 LE“ OE is rhe official 
neuslerrer of rhe Searrie 
Area Timex Users Group. 
Ir is published montrhiy, 
with mailings due before 
The tsr Thursday of rhe 
month. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS for non- 
Seartrie® area users are 
oniu S$1BM/ur, ro SWYM, 

c/o Dave Batrrershill, 

- Treasurer, FP.O. Box bbe 
Tacoma, WR "EBtbu. 

Free exchanges are made 
between orher related 
Clubs via rhe news !|errer 
exchange program. 


ADVERTISING is accented 
and encouraged! Full-page, 
half end quarrer-paege ad 
space is available. 
Contract Robert Cazares or 
Chuck Kergluck for rares. 


ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS are 
Welcomed and encouraged. 
Use a variery of formatrs. 
Of course, rhe Pixel Print 
format im preferable. If 
used, make a rape copy and 


mait ro Chuck Keretuck. 
For repest conmtrributrers, 
mailed rapes will be 


rerurnegd. For modem users, 
articles Cin either Ойын 
пг IBM formar? mau be 
uploaded tro rhe Chal lenger 
Bulletin Board System, 

in the TIMEX USERS room 

of The HARD-WHERE hal | wayu. 
Calli (28@b3827-83ub. 

Typed, B-ivet" x 11" Text 
iS acceptable. If diagrams 
ere included, use a large 
mailer ro accommodare the 
unfolded size. 

Нг-т ісі еѕ suppi ieg on ZEBRA 
FDD or IBM PE 5-174” ur 
3-1/2" disks are also 
зссертібіе. These will tg 
rerurned ro the aurhor. 


REPRINTS. Arricles in 
SWYM mau be reprinted for 
use in orher геше {етте =, 
providing proper credit 
is given ro the aurhor 
and pubi ication. 


